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From The Principal…I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the many parents and guardians 

who were able to join us for Fall Conferences in November.  Your investment of time in your student’s 

education is so extremely important and makes a huge difference.  Buried quietly in the successes of our 

student’s experience here in school, you can certainly find the strong and caring influence of our families!  

Thanks! 
 

On behalf of the faculty and staff at Fort Atkinson High School, Happy Holidays!  We hope you find many 

special moments to spend with your family and friends.  

 

 

2nd Semester Schedule Changes 
Students who need to make adjustments to their 2nd semester schedules are asked to request an appointment 

with their counselor during the second week of December (before Winter Break).  The types of changes 

approved at this time usually result from difficulties or failures experienced in the 1st semester of an all-year 

long course. Additionally, if 1st semester failures now place the student with too few credits (or in need of 

graduation requirements), additional classes can be picked up.  We try to encourage careful course selection 

in February and discourage adding/dropping requests during the school year.   

 

 
COURSE SELECTION EVENT/ON-LINE PROGRAM OF STUDIES  
Plans are being made for the Course Selection Program.  The dates and times for the program will be 

Thursday, Feb. 4th, from 2:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. and Monday, Feb.  8th, from 4:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.  A 

parent and/or guardian will be asked to attend on one of those two dates to make course selections for the 

upcoming school year.  All primary households will receive a mailing that includes the event details and the 

grade-specific course selection sheet.  

 

The course description booklet, referred to as the Program of Studies (POS) for the 2021-2022 school year, 

will be posted on-line instead of being sent to each home. You will be able to access it in mid-January on Fort 

Atkinson High School’s home page.  We recognize that not all families have access to the Internet.  So, if 

you are a parent of a current 9th, 10th or 11th grader who prefers a hard copy, have your child come to the pupil 

services office to pick-up a copy after January 25th. 

 

 



 

 

 
At this time we plan on holding the Course Selection Program in-person.  We understand that this could 

change based on the circumstances in February.  Should the Course Selection Program need to be completed 

virtually we will communicate this with you along with instructions as to how this will be done. 

 

 

New School-Based Mental Health Counselor in Pupil Services 
Olivia Gilkey-Meisegeier is the new School-Based Mental Health Counselor contracted through Fort 

Healthcare.  She is a licensed Marriage and Family Therapist who specializes in working with children and 

adolescents.  A School-Based Mental Health Counselor is another child advocate who can dive deeper into 

some of the mental health issues experienced by the student than their School Counselor.  Olivia's presence 

in the school is to aid students who wouldn’t normally be able to access outside services for various reasons 

and is a direct line to getting children and adolescents mental health services. If you feel your child could 

benefit from Olivia's services, please contact your child's School Counselor for more information.     

 

 

Important AP Information 
If your student is in an AP class, please plan ahead for AP testing.  AP exams are given during school hours 

at various locations (TBD) in Fort Atkinson.  The schedule is as follows: 

 

Week 1 

● 5/4/21—8am: Calculus AB / BC 

● 5/5/21—8am: English Literature and Composition 

● 5/6/21—8am: United States History 

● 5/6/21—12pm: Art History 

● 5/6/21—12pm: Computer Science A 

● 5/7/21—8am: Chemistry 

 

 

Week 2 

● 5/11/21—8am: Spanish Language and Culture 

● 5/11/21—12pm: Psychology 

● 5/12/21—12pm: Microeconomics 

● 5/13/21—12pm: Statistics 

● 5/14/21—8am: Biology 

 

Additional Information 

● Please do not plan family vacations, college visits, etc. during this time. AP charges an additional 

fee of $40 for an alternative exam date. (If your child is ill on the exam date, please provide 

documentation from your physician so that you do not get charged the additional fee by AP.) 

 

 

ACT Testing 
As one of the most influential people in your child’s life, you have the opportunity to help him or her 

understand the importance of preparing for life after high school. Assessing students’ academic strengths and 

areas of need at this time allows them to make timely coursework adjustments to get, or stay, on target for 

their educational and career goals. While graduation day may seem to be far in the future, now is a critical 

time to make sure your child is prepared to take that next step after graduation, whether that means starting 

college, joining the military or starting a career.  



 

 

 
 

We are committed to college and career readiness for all students and are using the ACT assessment to help 

us. The ACT program helps 11th graders build a solid foundation for future academic and career success and 

provides information needed to address school districts' high-priority issues. It is a comprehensive guidance 

resource that helps students measure their current academic development, explore career/training options, and 

make plans for their remaining time in high school and beyond.  

 

Fort Atkinson High School will be administering the battery of ACT tests to all Juniors free of charge on 

Tuesday, March 9th 2021 as required by state mandate.  The schedule and more specifics the test day will be 

provided to your student in an Enrichment Time for what to expect during the day of testing.  Students in 

need of accommodations for testing via special education or 504 plan services, will be contacted about their 

individual student needs and testing window. 

 

The ACT is one of the best indicators of readiness for life beyond high school. Visit www.act.org for more 

information. Together we will prepare your student to be ready for their futures.  

 

 

 

ACT/SAT 2021 Test Dates 

National Test 

Date 

 Regular 

Deadline 

Late Deadline 

2/06/21  ACT 1/08/21 1/15/21 

4/17/21  ACT 3/12/21 3/26/21 

6/12/21   ACT 5/07/21 5/21/21 

7/17/21  ACT 6/18/21 6/25/21 

    

3/13/21  SAT 2/12/21 3/02/21 

5/08/21  SAT 4/08/21 4/27/21 

6/05/21  SAT 5/06/21 5/26/21 

 
 
Order Your Yearbook Now 
It is not too late to reserve your copy of the 2020 Tchogeerrah (Yearbook). To purchase your yearbook with 

a credit card, go to yearbookforever.com, enter your school name, and follow directions to place your 

yearbook order.  Don't miss out on all the memories! 

 

 

Co-Curricular Event Attendance Encouraged, Good Sportsmanship 

Is Emphased 
The Athletic Directors and Principals of all the schools of the Badger Conference want to invite all students, 

parents, and community members to attend as many of our co-curricular events and activities as possible. The 

students who participate in our programs and the coaches/advisors who give countless hours and energy 



 

 

 
working with these students deserve and appreciate positive support from their peers and the community. The 

administration, coaches, and students of the Badger Conference want all the games/matches/events to be 

positive for all. The Badger Conference and its school reputations are impacted by the conduct of spectators 

at co-curricular events. Our conference has worked hard on sportsmanship and it is paying dividends as the 

Badger Conference has developed a very good reputation around the state and we need your assistance to 

keep it that way. Please keep the following in mind as you attend events this winter: 

• Cheer positively for your team 

• Be gracious in winning or losing 

• Keep contests in perspective 

• Being openly critical of  players is unacceptable (please consider how you would feel if your child 

was on the receiving end of negative comments) 

• Being openly critical of game officials is unacceptable (without officials, there is no game) 

• Courteous, respectful, and sportsman-like behavior at all times is a must for all spectators. 

• Our main objective is to provide a safe, sportsman-like, and positive environment for our students to 

play games in and spectators to view games. 

 

Submitted by the Principals & Athletic Directors of the Badger Conference 

 

 

Security Drills And Overview Of Emergency Drill Procedures  
Traditionally in the fall of each school year, the High School coordinates with local law enforcement to 

conduct security drills in the event of an active intruder or other emergency. Although Covid has 

extremely limited our ability to conduct these and other drills in person, we believe that, as a school 

community, we always need to be ready in the event of an emergency both by being vigilant in the awareness 

of our surroundings as well as our preparedness. This year, on Monday November 30th,  we will be sharing 

with homeroom teachers and students a video presentation by our Officer Dan Hefty, our SRO from the Fort 

Atkinson Police Department, on both teachers and student actions in the event of an active intruder and other 

lockdowns. Please feel free to talk to your children about what to do in the event of any emergency at home 

school, or in public. 

 

 

Retake/Make Up School Picture Day Is Rescheduled For Dec. 1ST  
The Make-Up Retake Day is December 1st. This is for any staff or student who has not yet been photographed 

or who would like their photo retaken. This is your final chance to take a school picture and be in the 

yearbook.  An updated photo from this year is required to be in the Yearbook.  

 

If you received an auto email with a link to your photos or if you Signed Up to get this email notification, use 

that link to view your images online. (Subject Line: [Student name’s] School Portrait is now available)  

 

If you didn't receive an email, please visit www.vipis.com to search for and choose your Yearbook image. 

Enter your School Name in the search bar, click on the School Portraits tile and enter your students info. Be 

sure to choose the image you want used in the yearbook or VIP will choose the best one for you. School 

Picture packages can be purchased at any time! 

 

If you do not see your photo or you decide you’d like to take a new one, please do not place an order. Instead, 

make plans to attend Retake Day. Please note: since all images are now viewable before purchase, printed 

packages will no longer be replaced when returned on Retake Day.” 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSepMi863ZVfVmAa7tK3lz7RdRmTodz2cJl4zAQFYtTrP57-fA/viewform?gxids=7757
http://vipis.com/


 

 

 
 

About a week after Retake Day, all new images will be available online using the same link emailed to you 

previously, or by visiting our website. Your yearbook image can be reselected at that time. If you have any 

questions on concerns, please contact VIP at support@vipis.com. 

 

 

School District of Fort Atkinson 2020-2021 Anthology Perseverance: 

We can. We will. We must. 
This year, the School District of Fort Atkinson will publish its own anthology of student writing and artwork. 

The purpose of this project is to provide an opportunity for talented writers, artists, and cartoonists in grades 

K–12 to publish their original work based on the common theme of Perseverance: We can. We will. We must. 

 

For more information, including submission guidelines, visit 

https://sites.google.com/fortschools.org/anthology/home   

 

Please send any questions to anthology@fortschools.org. 

 

 

2021 Fort Atkinson Regional Virtual Science Fair 
We are excited to share that the 2021 Fort Atkinson Regional VIRTUAL Science Fair will be held on 

Sunday, February 14th! 

Even though the Fair is months away, there is an exciting t-shirt design contest happening right now! 

Submit your design by December 1st for a chance to win a free t-shirt and $50 cash! Please see the attached 

flyer for more details. 

Learn more about the rules, submission deadlines, prizes and more at www.FAScienceFair.org 

 

 

Fans Meeting 
There will not be a FANS meeting this month.  Next meeting, will be January 26th at 9:30am, virtual or in-

person details coming soon. 

 

 

Christmas Neighbors Program 
The Jefferson County Christmas Neighbors Program tries to connect with low-income families within the 

county so that their children might enjoy gifts and food for the holidays.  Families should call the Jefferson 

County Christmas Neighbors Office Monday-Friday at (920) 674-4499 if you would like to get your family 

enrolled in the program.  Eligible enrollments will be taken until December 7th. 

 

 

Important December Dates 
12/1 FFA Fruit Pick-Up in Ag Dept. After School 

12/2 Josten’s Senior Graduation Orders Due Today 

   12/5    SAT National Test Date 

12/7 HS VOICES Meeting 6:30pm Virtual 

   12/12 ACT National Test Date 

   12/17 Board of Ed. Mtg. 6:30pm Luther 

mailto:support@vipis.com
mailto:anthology@fortschools.org
http://www.fasciencefair.org/?fbclid=IwAR3DMC6YCUw5yvmkCzpvbExzrBT0hyGd7-KMk24WR7GVptA18a6u-waL8TM


 

 

 
12/23   Winter Break Begins (ends 1/1/2020) 

 

 

Winter Break   December 23-January 1, 2021 
 

 

Looking Ahead 
1/4    CLASSES RESUME 

1/8   Local Independent Scholarship Application Due 4pm 

1/11   HS VOICES Meeting 6:30pm Virtual 

1/14   End of Quarter 2/Semester 1 

1/15   No School Students, Records Day Staff  

1/18   3rd Quarter Begins 

2/1    Local Online Scholarship Application Due 10pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


